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They arrived at night, and so had very little idea of their surroundings until the next morning. A big surprise 

awaited them. 

 When the NAPCC asked Our Lady of Angels Province to host the novitiate at San Lorenzo, no one was quite 

sure how it would work out. San Lorenzo, of course, had been a novitiate before. I arrived here myself as a novice 

thirty-nine years ago. Yet, never had there been so many novices at one time here, nor novices coming from so 

many different provinces. Yet, with God’s grace and hard work, San Lorenzo has proved the ideal “seedbed” for 

the vocations that the Lord is sending us. This is due to many factors: the beauty of the land given to us by the 

Hourihan family, which lends to the atmosphere of prayer and discernment, the dedication of the friars working 

with the novices, the wonderful support and example of the community around us. 

 As the novices prepare to leave San Lorenzo, and with them Bros. Bob, Jerry and myself, we ask your 

prayers during the time of transition. We also extend a hearty welcome to the new team members, Bros. Bill, 

Michael and Phil, and to the 17 young men getting ready to make the trek to California, and into a future still 

somewhat mysterious. Being a part of the vocation journey for so many has been a great privilege for us as 

formators, yet we know we couldn’t do it without the grace of God and the support of so many others, both 

our own Capuchin brothers and our friends and benefactors. 

 I would also like to thank all the brothers over these past five years who have worked on the Caperone. 

Each year it has been a joy to watch the newsletter would unfold, and see how each team would use their creative 

talents to share to good news of God’s kingdom and the novitiate experience with others. I look forward now to 

reading future editions as the life at San Lorenzo Novitiate goes on. 

May the Lord bless and keep you always! 

- Br. Bobby Barbato  

Five years ago, the first class of novices arrived at the interprovincial novitiate’s new home here at San Lorenzo. 



As we settled into our new home at San Lorenzo, we 

dove into the daily routine at the novitiate of prayer, 

work, classes, and community. The San Lorenzo Gala! 

Good food, good music, good fun. And our very first crop 

of grapes was harvested. 

On July 19th, 23 novices 

were invested with the habit 

of the Capuchin Franciscan 

Order. The excitement that 

day was exhilarating. 

Throughout the Year 

August/September 

November 

July 

October 

We got to know more about the community that we now 

belong to. Our gardeners reaped a copious harvest. 

We began a new church year with 

the lighting of the Advent wreath, 

and celebrated our Thanksgiving 

in great joy. 



Throughout the Year 

December 

January 

February 

March 

For many, the first snowless 

Christmas, but a festive one 

nonetheless. Our spirits were 

lifted with several Marian 

celebrations throughout the 

month. 

San Fran! 

Our incredible pilgrimage along 

the California coast was refreshing 

and enlivening. 

The L.A. Religious Education Congress 

was a once in a lifetime experience, with 

major conferences on every aspect of 

the faith. We met old friends and made 

many new ones. 

A week of silence up in the woods of 

Northern California, and a tremendous 

celebration at Easter after an incredibly 

moving Holy Week. 



Throughout the Year 

April 

May 

June 

July 

We heard from our General 

Councilor, Br. Mark Schenk, on the 

optimistic future of our Order, as our 

class begins to coalesce into firmer 

bonds of fraternity. 

This month gave us a whole host of classes 

on all things Franciscan and Catholic, and a 

remarkable, inspiring recollection day 

with Br. James Gavin, OFM Cap. 

One last retreat at Malibu to prepare for 

vows and a beautiful afternoon in Santa 

Monica to celebrate. 

A spectacular July 4th together before our 

final goodbyes and onwards to profession. 

It’s been a good year. 



Our New Formators 

formation team, Br. Bobby Barbato, Br. Bob Herrick, and Br. Jerry Johnson, will be leaving San Lorenzo to begin 

new ministries. Br. Bobby will be Post-Novice Director for the West Coast Province at Berkeley, CA. Br. Bob 

will be moving in as a Post-Novice Director for St. Augustine Province at Capuchin College in Washington, D.C. 

Br. Jerry will be following in the footsteps of our brother, Venerable Solanus Casey, OFM Cap, by directing the 

soup kitchen started by Solanus in 1929 in Detroit, MI. 

 With three brothers leaving the formation staff, we have three new brothers coming in: Br. Bill Hugo,      

Br. Michael Banks, and Br. Philip Bernier. Br. Bill Hugo is a Franciscan Studies Scholar from St. Joseph province, 

who was vocation director in  Chicago. Br. Michael Banks comes to us from St. Mary’s province, and was working 

at a parish in Seminole, FL. Br. Phil Bernier, pastor of a parish in Cleveland, OH, will be our new liturgist and      

musician at the seminary. Br. Frank Grinko will remain at San Lorenzo, as will Br. Joachim, Br. Lance, and Br. Joe. 

Br. Mark Mance, of Our Lady of Angels Province, will join the community the community in August. 

Starting this July, the NAPCC Novitiate will be experiencing a major shift. Three of our brothers on the 

from the left: Br. Michael Banks, Br. Phil Bernier, Br. Frank Grinko, and Br. Bill Hugo 



know the friars here at San Lorenzo and throughout the California Province. 

These men have been a great blessing to us, and exemplary models of Capuchin life. 

We wish to extend our great thanks for the many graces you all have given us, and the 

abundance of inspiration and zeal for Capuchin life. 

 Firstly, we have to thank our Formation Directors: Br. Bobby, Br. Frank, Br. 

Bob, and Br. Jerry. They have been our guiding force throughout the year, as teachers, 

as formators, as religious, and as brothers. They have been with us through the thick 

and thin of the Novitiate experience, and through their direction, have helped shape us 

into the brothers we are now. They have helped us see how it really is possible that 

such a large group of people, centered on Christ, can live, work, and pray together as 

brothers. 

 We also owe a large debt of gratitude to the four resident friars here 

at San Lorenzo throughout this past year: Br. Lance, Br. Joachim, Br. Joe, and 

Br. Alejandro. Br. Lance is the “hidden-gear” that makes this novitiate happen. 

His hard-working spirit, and his hearty, infectious laugh make him a one-in-a-

million friar. He has been a great brother to live with. Br. Joachim’s diligence in 

prayer, his easygoing personality, and his excellently snarky one-liners have been 

a joy for us all. We must also give thanks to Br. Joe Slominski. He is a friar who has 

learned gratitude and joy in all things, and his habitual joyful mood brought smiles 

to our faces every morning. And although Br. Alejandro Magallanes had to leave 

us mid-way through the year, his 

commitment and dedication to Capuchin 

life has left us with a lasting impression 

and inspiration for our own lives as friars. 

 There are countless other friars we 

have met this year that have helped us 

grow, learn, and be formed in the Capuchin 

way of life. It would take an entire 

“Caperone” issue to commend them all. 

We especially thank the friars of California 

for their constant presence with us 

throughout the year, and in particular, Br. 

Peter Banks whose frequent visits always 

gave us the encouragement we needed to 

keep going strong. Also many thanks to the 

friars from various provinces who gave us 

recollection days throughout the year. To all 

the friars who have made this year a great 

one, we cannot thank you enough. 

One of the many blessings we received this year was the chance to live with and get to 

Thank You! 



Friars’ Update 

Where are they now? 

St. Augustine Province 
Br. Akolla Etuge* 
Br. Alexander Hostoffer 
Br. Andre  Repucci 
Br. Andrew Corriente 
Br. Andrew McCarty* 
Br. Brian Wolford 
Br. Carlos Garcí a* 
Br. Christopher Johnson 
Br. David Domanski 
Br. Diogo Escudero 
Br. Keon Tu 
Br. Philip White* 
Br. Reynaldo Frias* 
Br. Ross Henley 
Br. Saul Soriano 
Br. Tage Danielson* 
Br. Tommy Piolata 
 
St. Conrad Province 
Br. Brandon Berg* 
Br. Donald Rank* 
Br. Jason Moore 
Br. Jordan Rojas 
Br. Jordan Schmiedler 
Br. Montie Cha vez 
Br. Marshall Schmidt 
 
St. Joseph Province 
Br. Anthony Kote-Witah 
Br. Brenton Ertel 
Br. Fred Cabras 
Br. Jason Graves 
Br. Jason Salisbury 
Br. Jerry Cornish* 
Br. Joseph Taylor 
Br. Merwyn Da Silva 

Br. Robert Wotypka* 
 
St. Mary Province 
Br. Andrew Skonieczny 
Br. George Alvarado 
Br. Paul Fesefeldt 
Br. Scott Surrency* 
Br. Anthony Zuba 
Br. William Tarraza* 
 
Mary, Mother of the Good Shepherd 
Br. Michael Mascarenhas * 
 
Our Lady of Angels Province 
Br. Alexander Rodriguez 
Br. Victor Taglianetti 
 
Our Lady of Star of the Sea 
Br. Cody Lizama 
Br. Gavin Diego 
Br. Jason Chargualaf 
Br. Nicholas Martinez 
Br. Sean Rodriguez 
 
Stigmata of St. Francis Province 
Br. Freddy Avila 
 
St. Lawrence Province (England) 
Br. Roger Dos Santos 
 
St. John the Baptist Custody (Puerto Rico) 
Br. David Maldonado* 
 
Sacred Heart (Quebec) 
Br. Michael Culhane 

Peace! This July 9 marks the end of the fifth novitiate class to pass through novitiate at San Lorenzo. Of those 

who were here, the following are still with the Capuchins in their various provinces. Those whose names are 
marked with a star have made, or will make shortly, their solemn profession of vows. 



Friars’ Update 

Where are they going? 

As you know the novitiate is coming to an end and the novices are going their separate ways. Here is a listing of 

who is going where. We know you will miss us and be sure we will miss you too. Please continue your prayers and 
thank you for being a part of our journey this year. 

Mary, Mother of the Good Shepherd Province - St. Philip Neri, Toronto, Ontario (Canada) 

Br. Akram Esho 

 

Our Lady of Angles Province - St. Conrad Friary, California (USA) 

Br. William Cisneros 

Br. Niko Barth 

 

Our Lady of the Assumption Province - St. Anthony Friary, Victoria (Australia) 

Br. Christopher Maher 

Br. Matthew Timonera 

 

St. Augustine Province - St. Francis Friary, District of Columbia (USA) 

Br. Theo Simatupang 

Br. Stephen Wright 

Br. Rigobel Azanwi 

 

St. Conrad Province - St. Dominic Friary, San Antonio, Texas (USA) 

Br. Alejandro Diaz 

 

St. Conrad Province - St. Anthony Friary, Denver, Colorado (USA) 

Br. Joseph Ignowski 

Br. Luke (Eric) Jordan 

Br. Jude Quinto 

 

St. Joseph Province - St. Clare Friary, Chicago, Illinois (USA) 

Br. Clint Evrard 

Br. Nick Blattner 

 

St. Mary Province - Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts (USA) 

Br. Joseph Anderson 

Br. Victor Russak 



Friars’ FYI 

Creative Capuchins 

“You Are Mine” 

Poem 

by Br. Jude Quinto 

Malibu Retreat 

At the beautiful city of Malibu, within a gated community of the rich and 

famous, stands Serra Retreat Center, a place run by the OFM 
Friars, and the location each year where we go for our final retreat of the 
year to better prepare for taking vows. The irony of preparing for vows 
of poverty, chastity, and obedience in such an opulent and exclusive place 
as Malibu was not missed by the novices. 

 The substance of the retreat took place 
over the course of three days, each day taking 
time for reflection and prayer over one or two 
facets of the vows and the Capuchin charisms, 
and small group discussions each afternoon 
to share our reflections. There were many 
opportunities for prayer as we savored the 
refreshing ocean air and enjoyed the various 
prayer-gardens and meditation-points around 
the retreat area. It was a blessed time and gave 
us yet another opportunity to examine God’s 
work in our lives thus far, and to renew our 
commitment to Capuchin life. 

You call me forth from where I am, 

And I respond with avidness to You. 

You rejoice at each step to You, 

As my heart races towards You. 

Your gaze full of Love, 

As my heart empties for You. 

Your Hands desiring for mine, 

As mine anticipating for Your hold. 

You take me as Your own, 

As I receive You with joy. 

You take each word I voice with Passion, 

As I make to you a vow that desires You. 

You exult at calling me “Yours”, 

As I eagerly declare you “mine”. 
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