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Springtime is officially here and sois the businessof our schedule In this issueof TheCaperonewve sharewith
you our recenttrip to the LA ReligiousEducationCongressBro. Jerrybeginsthis issuewith a reflection on the
Congres&theme, & { Safidbringingthe universalityof the Churchinto this one Conference Bro. David,with his
sensedeightedby the springtimeof creation,sharesthe way Godis encounteredthroughthe workshopsliturgies,
and one another Bro. Hank reflects with hearingthe stirring of D 2 Rc@émand,d . it I F NJarfd Raév this
conferencespoketo him to deepenhis faith in Godand himself Bro. Codysharesthe diversity of the Churchhe
experiencedat the Congressand how he embracesher with their shared struggles,recognizingwe are all in
relation. Finally,our Bro. Nicholasrecountsthe ecumenicalworkshopshe attended, the impact of the diverse
Massedhe attendedand concludesn his love of writing and usingit ashis prayer We hope you enjoy this issueof
TheCaperonéThenovicesand formatorswill be on a silentretreat this comingweek Pleasepray for all of usand
be assuredof our prayersof gratitude for your presencein our livesthis year On behalfof all my brothers here at
SanLorenzowe would like to wishyou a gracefilled Holy Weekanda most joyousEaster

Tillnexttime, Bro. Jordan




Novitiate Events

March 2227
Santa Cruz Retreat

March 3GApril 1:
Holy Week Set Up
Bro. Bob Herrick

April 25:
Triduum, San Lorenzo

April 1315:
St. Bonaventure
Bro. Regis Armstrong

April 2022:
Scripture Part |
Bro. Jerry Johnson

‘- April 2729:
Christology
Bro. Bob McCreary

April 2829:
Day of Recollection
Bro. Mark Schenk

FromtheFor mat or 0 s

Thetheme for the 2015 ReligiousEducationCongressvas & { $ Bhistheme reflectsthe experienceof the man
born blind in the 9th chapterof W2 K§o€lwhichwasthe Gospelkeadingfor the 4th Sundayof Adventg YearA
ScrutiniesTod & Sriv2 K GoSaelis more than physicalsight, it is about beingopento the light of Christto see
beneaththe surface to understandand experienceat deeperlevels Oneof our goalsin attendingthe Congresss
that we all maylearnto & & St €hurchthe diversepeopleof Godandthe other friars at deeperlevels Christis
the onewho givesus sight

Eachyear at the novitiate, we find ourselvessurroundedby friars and people from different sociceconomic
backgroundscultures, and familial ways of doing things Often times, assumptionsare made aboutd 2 Y S 2 y ¢
motivations basedupon what is seenon a surfacelevel Only after prayer and the hard work of sensitivityand
dialogdo we beginthe processof truly learningto & & SaSatherand how they expresstheir love for Godthrough
their culture, backgroundpr gender TheReligiouEEducationCongresss an opportunity to experiencehis process
with closeto 40,000 CatholicCClQieachers churchmusiciansyoungadult and youth leaders religious,priests,and
other ministersin the churchwho gatherfor workshopsandprayerto & a Sh8wéto servethe Churchmore skillfully
andlovinglyin their ministriesin local parishesand schools

OnatypicalSundayin the Archdiocesef LosAngeleshere are Massesn over 40 languagesThecomplexityof
human and spiritual needsare enormousand the Congresdhelps educatethe participantsto respondto those
needswith the depth and sensitivitythat Christrequires Soin this time of Lent, may we not be presumptuousto
claimto seeasthe Phariseeslid, but insteadremainopento Christwho truly helpsusto learnhow to 6See€

-Bro. JerryJohnson
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Beingfrom anisland,| cansaythat, E Ncou nten ng the

at times, the island was the only thing

in the world. Forme, | had no ideawhat U N |Ve rsal C h urc h
wasgoingon off island | wasindifferent i m ‘ “ ,

in my isolation The isolation really -
narrowed my world and if | ever had a .
problem in ministry or life, it became
the weight of the world. Although I
have been working in the Churchfor a
relatively short amount of time (before J il E
the Order) | have experiencedmany f§f .. \/ ;2 i~ % ;
issuesand sometimesl felt the issues i K '

were only mine. Thereare dayswhen |
felt like 1 was carrying such a load by
myself However,| learnt that | am not §
alone,but carryingthis load with many, ¥
manyothers.

The Congressvasa reminderto me
that our Churchis a universalchurch,
which means that some of the
problems | was facing are universal
Howeverthat alsomeanto me that we
are all carrying the load. At the
Congresd saw that there were many
people out there, much more qualified
than I, trying to fix the issueswe were
all facing,together.

You had religious sisters, brothers, ©
priests, married couples, laity, and
bishopsall in the same room. Seeing |
them together was a beautiful sight To _
seethe countlessbooths with different
ministries,Orders,and offices(including
our own Capuchin booth but no
favoritism here) only helped boost my
excitementfor our / K dzNavirehs It
was in knowing that each of them are
trying in some way to address the
needsof our world today.

Our main source and motivation is
OurLordand| sawthis in the long (and
| mean way-out-the-door long) line for
confessionsand the chapel It is Our ¢
Lord who is our strength and zeal We
do it all for Him and by Him. And we
know that to them that love God, all
thingswork togetherunto good,to such
as, accordingto his purpose,are called
to be saints Romans3:28

-Bro. Cody




Unifying and Edifying

The Religious Education Congressin Anaheim
Californiawas a massiveCatholicevent | equatedit
to a Catholic ComicCon The Congressbegan on
Friday March 13 ending on SundayMarch 15, only
three days, | was only there two days Congress
consisted of educational seminars and liturgical
services | attended a couple Ecumenicakeminars,
which were focused on Catholic relations with
Judaismand Islam | also attended seminars on
spiritual writing and one about how to get young
Catholicsinterested in the Mass The Congresswvas
one of the most unifyingand edifyingexperiencesas
aNovice

TheCongressvasunifyingin manyways, but
mostlybecauset broughtdifferent peopletogether Thechanceto exploreother ideasand other cultureswasvery
powerful becauseit showeda glimpseof a world of understandingand harmony Thetwo Eucharistiditurgies |
attended were the BlackCulture Massand the TonganMass Beforethe Congress| had neverattended either of
thesekinds of liturgies before. | was very impressedwith the participation of the people and the stylesof these
liturgies | wasmovedby the heartfelt enthusiasnof the participantsandthe celebrants | am not trying to saythat
theseliturgiesare more preferableto me than the standardMasseshut | do think the enthusiasmwasthe key.

TheCongressvasedifyingbecausd left eachgatheringwith a senseof belonging | felt built up becauseit just
mademe realizehow manygoodpeoplethere are out there in the world. One of my favorite hobbiesand spiritual
practicesis writing. After goingto three different sessionn writing | wasvalidatedby hundredsof peoplein my
thinking; that writing canbe a form of prayer Overall,| enjoyedthe LA. ReligiousEEducationCongress
-Br. NicholasMartinez

| felt the messagefor me this weekendat the LAcongresswas, & 5 2ot be :{g&
afraid, the Lord is with youé If | give my all and am honestwith myselfat every
corner of my life then what more is askedof me? Discerninga religiousvocation @g
requires patience and perseverancan and with God He only revealsduring His #
time and not mine. My need to control the life | think is best for me can be
surrenderedinto D 2 Rd¥#&gembrace Thiscongresshashelpedme to seethat.
Thegraceof the Holy Spiritempoweredme to let go of my own will and allow Him 7
to guide me in the ordinary parts of my day. Forexample,prior to the congress) !
wondered if | would have a friar to attend the workshopswith. Having40,000
peopleat the congressanseemoverwhelming! | thought, & | 2igthis all goingto
work 2 dz{i Khe first day | was nervousand intimidated by the vast number of
people A feelingof abandonmentwas presentwithin me. | consequentlytried to

control the situation and it seemedto makeit more chaotic | learnedfrom this

chaosand| wasableto let goandbe at peace Throughoutthe workshops| heard :
the message®f, & 5 @ot be afraid, | amwith youl f & | BY=E Mde @&ights
and darknessesof life; for they are the avenuesof 3 N2 ¢ 0 & K 2 \anHrKay
stumble and fall, the Lord callsus backup, encouragingus to keepon the road to
al t @l andid2eyde sinners we need a Saviog Not only was| hearingthese
messageshut songwasincorporatedinto someof these, andit filled my soulwith
love,joy, andpeace Within myselfandthosearoundme, | felt a strongpresenceof
the Holy Spirit |1 wasfree, not afraid. PraiseGod

Do Not Be Afraid

-Bro. Hank




