
Religious Education Congress 2015

Vol. VI - Issue6
March  Ȭ15

Springtime is officiallyhereandso is the businessof our schedule. In this issueof TheCaperonewe sharewith
you our recent trip to the LAReligiousEducationCongress. Bro. Jerrybeginsthis issuewith a reflection on the
CongressΩtheme,ά{ŜŜέand bringingthe universalityof the Churchinto this one Conference. Bro. David,with his
sensesheightedby the springtimeof creation,sharesthe wayGodisencounteredthroughthe workshops,liturgies,
and one another. Bro. Hank reflects with hearingthe stirring of DƻŘΩǎcommand,ά.Ŝnot ŀŦǊŀƛŘέand how this
conferencespoketo him to deepenhis faith in Godand himself. Bro. Codysharesthe diversityof the Churchhe
experiencedat the Congressand how he embracesher with their sharedstruggles,recognizingwe are all in
relation. Finally,our Bro. Nicholasrecounts the ecumenicalworkshopshe attended, the impact of the diverse
Masseshe attendedandconcludesin his loveof writing andusingit ashisprayer. We hopeyou enjoy this issueof
TheCaperone! Thenovicesandformatorswill be on a silent retreat this comingweek. Pleasepray for all of usand
be assuredof our prayersof gratitude for your presencein our livesthis year. Onbehalfof all my brothershere at
SanLorenzowe would like to wishyoua grace-filled HolyWeekanda most joyousEaster.

Till next time, Bro. Jordan
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March 22-27
Santa Cruz Retreat

April 13-15:
St. Bonaventure
Bro. Regis Armstrong

March 30-April 1:
Holy Week Set Up
Bro. Bob Herrick

April 2-5:
Triduum, San Lorenzo

April 20-22:
Scripture Part I
Bro. Jerry Johnson

April 27-29:
Christology
Bro. Bob McCreary

April 28-29:
Day of Recollection
Bro. Mark Schenk

CAPUCHIN 
FRANCISCANS

Thetheme for the 2015ReligiousEducationCongresswasά{ŜŜ.έThistheme reflects the experienceof the man
born blind in the 9th chapterof WƻƘƴΩǎGospel,whichwasthe Gospelreadingfor the 4th Sundayof AdventςYearA
Scrutinies. ToάǎŜŜέin WƻƘƴΩǎGospelis more than physicalsight,it is about beingopen to the light of Christto see
beneaththe surface; to understandandexperienceat deeperlevels. Oneof our goalsin attendingthe Congressis
that we all maylearn to άǎŜŜέthe Church,the diversepeopleof Godand the other friars at deeperlevels. Christis
the onewho givesussight.

Eachyear at the novitiate, we find ourselvessurroundedby friars and people from different socio-economic
backgrounds,cultures,and familial waysof doing things. Often times, assumptionsare made about ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ
motivationsbasedupon what is seenon a surfacelevel. Only after prayer and the hard work of sensitivityand
dialogdo we beginthe processof truly learningto άǎŜŜέanotherandhow they expresstheir love for Godthrough
their culture,background,or gender. TheReligiousEducationCongressis anopportunity to experiencethis process
with closeto 40,000CatholicCCDteachers,churchmusicians, youngadult andyouth leaders,religious,priests,and
other ministersin the churchwho gatherfor workshopsandprayerto άǎŜŜέhow to servethe Churchmore skillfully
andlovinglyin their ministriesin localparishesandschools.

Ona typicalSundayin the Archdioceseof LosAngelesthere areMassesin over40 languages. Thecomplexityof
human and spiritual needsare enormousand the Congresshelps educatethe participantsto respondto those
needswith the depth andsensitivitythat Christrequires. Soin this time of Lent,maywe not be presumptuousto
claimto seeasthe Phariseesdid, but insteadremainopento Christwho truly helpsusto learnhow to άSee.έ

-Bro. JerryJohnson



Beingfrom an island,I cansaythat,
at times, the islandwas the only thing
in the world. Forme, I hadno ideawhat
wasgoingon off island. I wasindifferent
in my isolation. The isolation really
narrowedmy world and if I ever had a
problem in ministry or life, it became
the weight of the world. Although I
havebeen working in the Churchfor a
relativelyshort amount of time (before
the Order) I have experiencedmany
issuesand sometimesI felt the issues
were only mine. Thereare dayswhen I
felt like I was carrying such a load by
myself. However,I learnt that I am not
alone,but carryingthis load with many,
manyothers.

TheCongresswasa reminder to me
that our Churchis a universalchurch,
which means that some of the
problems I was facing are universal.
Howeverthat alsomeanto me that we
are all carrying the load. At the
CongressI saw that there were many
people out there, much more qualified
than I, trying to fix the issueswe were
all facing,together.

You had religious sisters, brothers,
priests, married couples, laity, and
bishopsall in the same room. Seeing
them together wasa beautiful sight. To
seethe countlessbooths with different
ministries,Orders,andoffices(including
our own Capuchin booth but no
favoritism here) only helped boost my
excitementfor our /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎdiversity. It
was in knowing that eachof them are
trying in some way to address the
needsof our world today.

Our main sourceand motivation is
OurLordand I sawthis in the long (and
I mean way-out-the-door long) line for
confessionsand the chapel. It is Our
Lord who is our strength and zeal. We
do it all for Him and by Him. And we
know that to them that love God, all
thingswork togetherunto good,to such
as, accordingto his purpose,are called
to besaints. Romans8:28

-Bro. Cody

Encountering the 
Universal Church



mostlybecauseit broughtdifferent peopletogether. Thechanceto exploreother ideasandother cultureswasvery
powerful becauseit showeda glimpseof a world of understandingand harmony. The two Eucharisticliturgies I
attendedwere the BlackCultureMassand the TonganMass. Beforethe Congress,I had neverattendedeither of
thesekindsof liturgies before. I wasvery impressedwith the participation of the peopleand the stylesof these
liturgies. I wasmovedby the heartfelt enthusiasmof the participantsandthe celebrants. I amnot trying to saythat
theseliturgiesaremore preferableto me than the standardMasses,but I do think the enthusiasmwasthe key.

TheCongresswasedifyingbecauseI left eachgatheringwith a senseof belonging. I felt built up becauseit just
mademe realizehow manygoodpeoplethere areout there in the world. Oneof my favorite hobbiesandspiritual
practicesis writing. After goingto three different sessionson writing I wasvalidatedby hundredsof peoplein my
thinking; that writing canbe a form of prayer. Overall,I enjoyedthe L.A. ReligiousEducationCongress.

-Br. NicholasMartinez

Unifying and Edifying

I felt the messagefor me this weekendat the LAcongresswas,ά5ƻnot be
afraid, the Lord is with you.έIf I give my all and am honestwith myselfat every
corner of my life then what more is askedof me? Discerninga religiousvocation
requirespatienceand perseverancein and with God. He only revealsduring His
time and not mine. My need to control the life I think is best for me can be
surrenderedinto DƻŘΩǎlovingembrace. Thiscongresshashelpedme to seethat.
Thegraceof the HolySpiritempoweredme to let goof my own will andallow Him
to guideme in the ordinaryparts of my day. Forexample,prior to the congress,I
wondered if I would have a friar to attend the workshopswith. Having40,000
peopleat the congresscanseemoverwhelming! I thought,άIƻǿis this all goingto
work ƻǳǘΚέThe first day I was nervousand intimidated by the vast number of
people. A feelingof abandonmentwaspresentwithin me. I consequentlytried to
control the situation and it seemedto make it more chaotic. I learnedfrom this
chaosandI wasableto let goandbe at peace. Throughoutthe workshops,I heard
the messagesof, ά5ƻnot be afraid, I am with youŀƭǿŀȅǎΣέάŜƳōǊŀŎŜthe droughts
and darknessesof life; for they are the avenuesof ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣέάǘƘƻǳƎƘyou may
stumbleand fall, the Lordcallsus backup, encouragingus to keepon the road to
ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣέandάǿŜare sinners; we need a Savior.έNot only was I hearingthese
messages,but songwasincorporatedinto someof these, and it filled my soulwith
love,joy, andpeace. Within myselfandthosearoundme,I felt a strongpresenceof
the HolySpirit. I wasfree, not afraid. PraiseGod!

-Bro. Hank

Do Not Be Afraid

The Religious Education Congressin Anaheim
Californiawas a massiveCatholicevent. I equatedit
to a Catholic Comic-Con. The Congressbegan on
FridayMarch 13 ending on SundayMarch 15, only
three days, I was only there two days. Congress
consisted of educational seminars and liturgical
services. I attended a couple Ecumenicalseminars,
which were focused on Catholic relations with
Judaism and Islam. I also attended seminars on
spiritual writing and one about how to get young
Catholicsinterested in the Mass. The Congresswas
one of the most unifyingandedifyingexperiencesas
a Novice.

TheCongresswasunifyingin manyways, but


